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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weymouth  Port  Health  Authority 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  Regulation  12(4)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  (Port 
Health  Districts)  Regulations,  1959>  7  have  to  submit  for  your  information  and 
consideration  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1973* 

This  Report  is  submitted  in  the  manner  specified  in  Form  Port  20  which 
accompanied  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  A/A125/1B  dated  6th  December,  1 97 ”1  • 

This  indicated  that  a  full  report  was  to  be  made  in  1971  and  thereafter 
quinquennial ly  while  for  the  Intermediate  years  only  changes  which  occurred 
during  the  year  should  be  referred  to  in  Sections  I,  V,  VI,  VIII,  XIV,  XV  and 
XVI  -  all  marked  with  an  asterisk.  This  report  is  therefore  an  abridged  one. 

Shipping  arrivals  at  Portland  have  shown  a  decrease  during  the  year;  this 
ms  partially  due  to  labour  problems  and  difficulties  of  unloading  which 
extended  over  a  number  of  weeks ^  The  traffic  at  Weymouth,  on  the  other  hauid, 
has  increased  substantially,  particularly  since  the  inauguration  of  the 
Roll-on/Roll-off  ferry  to  the  Channel  Islands c  This  increase  will  undoubtedly 
continue.  A  further  expansion  will  take  place  during  the  coming  yean  when 
the  service  is  extended  to  Cherbourg*  The ■ preparations  for  this  are  already 
well  advanced:  it  will  be  necessary  for  Weymouth  to  become  an  immigration 
port  and  the  complex  of  buildings  to  house  the  appropriate  staff  is  already 
under  construction.  The  Port  Health  Inspectorate  are  also  likely  to  have 
additional  duties  as  the  new  service  will  be  particularly  suitable  for  the 
transport  of  a  wide  range  of  foodstuffs,  both  to  and  from  the  Continent. 

Another  event  which  is  imminent  is  the  reorganisation  of  Local  Government, 
due  to  come  into  effect  in  April,  1974°  As  far  as  this  Authority  is  concerned, 
there  will  not  be  any  great  change,  either  in  constitution  or  in  responsibilities. 
As  a  result,  however,  of  the  reorganisation  of  the  National  Health  Service, 
which  is  taking  place  simultaneously,  the  Port  Health  Authority  will  lose  the 
right  to  appoint  its  own  Port  Medical  Officer,  'and  must  henceforth  look  to 
the  new  Area,  Health  Authority  for  such  medical  services  as  are  required.  The 
new  arrangements  are  still  in  a  very  early  state  of  preparation  and  it  can 
only  be  hoped  that  the  transition  will  be  a  smooth  one. 

This  may  therefore  be  the  last  occasion*  on  which  I  shall  have  the 
opportunity  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Authority 
for  their  helpful  interest  and  consideration.  I  must  also  thank  the  Clerk 
and  the  Treasurer  for  their  co-operation,  and  Mr.  II .  Hands comb,  Senior  Port  Health 
Inspector,  Messrs.  A.L.  Harris,  D.A.  Dolphin  and  A.J.  Heslop,  Port  Health  Inpectors 
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for  the  efficient  way  in  which  they  have  performed  their  duties  *  In  addition, 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  A.L,  Pepper,  Divisional  Marine  Manager  of  British  Railways 
and  his  staff;  Captain  II. E.  Holden,  D.S.C.,  Harbourmaster;  to  the  Officers  of 
H.Mc  Customs,  Water guard  and  Excise;  to  the  Store  and  Transport  Officer  (Naval) 
and  his  staff  and  to  the  local  Shipping  Agents  and  their  staffs  for  the  willing 
assistance  which  they  have  given  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


—  _ -k  ’""r 


/  rc"  ¥ 
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MPort  Medical  Officer 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
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SECTION  I  -  STAFF* 


TABLE  A 


NO  CHANGE 

Address  and  Telephone  Number  of  the  Medical  Officer  cf  Health: 

Office  -  Health  Centre,  Vestham  Road,  Weymouth  -  Weymouth  5645/6/7 
-  Telegraphic  Address  "Portelth" ,  Weymouth 

Home  -  Shepherd's  Cottage,  Coryates ,  Weymouth  -  Ahbotsbury  481 


SECTION  II -AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  DISTRICT  LURING  THE  YEAR 

TABLE  B 


Ships  from 

Number 

Wey-  Port- 
mouth  land 

Tonnage 

Wey-  Port- 

mouth  land 

Number  Inspected 

Number  of  Ships 
reported  as 
having  or  having 
had  during  the 
voyage  Infectious 
Diseases  on  board 

By  the  Med. 
Officer  of 
Health 

Wey-  Port- 
mouth  land 

By  the 

P.H. 

Inspector 

Wey-  Port- 
mouth  land 

Foreign 

Ports 

8  51 

3,844  77,576 

1  10 

7  25 

Nil 

Coast-* 

wise 

588  79 

762,961  286,804 

1  2 

25  15 

Nil 

596  1 30 

766,805  364,380 

2  12 

32  40 

Nil 

Total 

726 

1,131,185 

14 

72 

Nil 

*  Coastwise  Arrivals 

Includes  British  Rail  ships  engaged  in  the  regular  sailings  to  and 
from  the  Channel  Islands,  Does  not  include  sailing  yachts  and 
similar  craft. 

SECTION  III  -  CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 

TABLE  C 


Passenger  Traffic  Number  of  Passengers  INWARDS  244 ? 035 

Number  of  Passengers  OUTWARDS  242,211 
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SECTION  III  -  CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  YEAR  (contfd) 


TABLE  C 


Cargo  Traffic  Principal  IMPORTS  -  Tomatoes,  Fertilizers, 

Fish,  Flowers,  Fruit,  Gra,pe  Juice,  Phosphate, 
Potash  and  Vegetables. 

Principal  EXPORTS  -  Sand  and  Stores 

Principal  Ports  from  which  Ships  Arrived 

Channel  Islands,  Antwerp,  Rotterdam,  Sfax, 
Lipari,  Ashdod  and  Cadiz. 

SECTION  IV  -  INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 


NIL 


SECTION  V*  -  WATER.  SUPPLY 


NO  CHANGE 

Water  tanks  on  four  ships  were  inspected  subsequent  to  repair  and 
cleansing. 

SECTION  VT*  -  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ( SHIPS)  REGULATIONS ,  1970 

NO  CHANGE 


SECTION  Vn  -  SMALLPOX 

1 •  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  Smallpox  Cases  are  sent  from  the 

District 

Weyhill  Hospital,  Andover,  Hants. 

Tel.  No.  Weyhill  2214 

2.  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  Hospital 

Dorset  County  Council  Ambulance  Service  from 

The  Weymouth  Ambulance  Depot,  Tel.  No.  Weymouth  2661 

(Dorset  County  Control  -  Dorchester  4741 ) 

Each  Ambulance  Driver/Attendant  at  this  Depot  is  re-vaccinated  every 
year.  The  vaccinal  state  of  the  Weymouth  Corporation  disinfector  staff  is 
also  maintained  by  annual  re-vaccination. 

3.  Names  of  Smallpox  Consultants  available 
Dr.  G.  E.  Thomas  -  Weymouth 
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SECTION  VII  -  SMALLPOX  (cont'd) 


4.  Facilities  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  Smallpox 

Suspected  material  is  sent  to: 

Dr.  A.  D.  MacRae, 

Virus  Reference  Laboratory, 

Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Colindale  Avenue,  London  N.W.9 

Tel.  No.  Colindale  6041 

SECTION  VIII*  -  VENEREAL  DISEASE 


NO  CHANGE 


SECTION  IX  -  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ON  SHIPS 

TABLE  D 


Category 

Disease 

No.  of  cases  during  Year 

Number  of 

Ships  Concerned 

Passengers  Crew 

Cases  landed 
from  ships  from 
foreign  ports 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  occurring 
on  ships  from 
foreign  ports 
disposed  of 
before  arrival 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

. . . .  ... 

Cases  landed 
from  other  ships 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

SECTION  X  -  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  OCCURRENCE  OF  MALARIA  IN  SHIPS 

NIL 

SECTION  XI  -  MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  INFECTED  WITH  OR  SUSPECTED  OF  PLAGUE 

NIL 

SECTION  XII  -  MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 

1 .  The  Port  Health  Inspectors  carried  out  a  detailed  inspection  for  rodents 
in  32  ships  arrivirg  from  foreign  ports. 

2.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  bacteriological  and  pathological 
examinations  of  rodents  to  be  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  Dorchester.  No  such  examinations  were  carried  out  during  1 973 • 
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SECTION  XII  -  MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SKIPS  FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS  (cont'd 


3#  Small  infestations  are  dealt  with  by  trapping  and  baiting.  Large  scale 
infestations  would  be  dealt  with  by  specialist  fumigation  firms  from 
Southampton  or  London. 

4.  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships.  The  rat-proofing  of  almost  all 
ships  inspected  during  the  year  was  found  to  be  to  a  good  standard. 


TABLE  E 


Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 


CATEGORY 

NUMBER 

Black  rats  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Brown  rats  ...  ... 

... 

Nil 

Species  not  known  ... 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Sent  for  examination  • . . 

•  •  e 

Nil 

Infected  with  plague 

#  •  • 

Nil 

TABLE  F 


Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  issued 

during  the  year  for  Ships  from  Foreign  Ports 


No.  of  Deratting  Certificates 

issued 

[ — - - - 

Number  of 

Deratting 
Exemption 
Certf  s 
Issued 

Total 

Certificates 

Issued 

After  fumigation  with 

After 

trap¬ 

ping 

After 

Poison¬ 

ing 

Total 

H.C.N.  Other  Fumigant 

(State  method) 

1  2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

Nil  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

2 

In  addition  to  the  ships  from  foreign  ports  mentioned  under  TABLE  F 
above,  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates  were  also  issued  to  14 
coastwise  vessels. 
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SECTION  XIII  -  INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  NUISANCES 


TABLE  G 


Inspection  and  Notices 


. . . . "  — - - — - - — - 

Nature  and  Number 
of  Inspections 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Result  of  Serving 
Notices 

Statutory  Other 

Notices  Notices 

British  38 

Foreign  34 

Nil  Nil 

Nil  2 

Abated 

Total  72 

Nil  2 

SECTION  XIV*  -  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELLFISH)  REGULATIONS,  1934  AND  1948 

NO  CHANGE 

SECTION  XV*  -  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS 

NO  CHANGE 

SECTION  XVI*  -  MISCELLANEOUS 


NO  CHANGE 

ARRIVALS  1975  -  NATIONALITIES 


Weymouth  Portland 


British  . • .  . . •  • . .  ...  502  95 

Butch  •••  • * •  •••  •••  3  0 

German  •••  •••  •••  •••  85"^"  9 

I  rench  •••  •••  •••  •••  2  *** 

U.S.A,  •  •  •  •••  •••  2 

Irish  •  •  •  • « •  •  •  •  ***  "1 

Norwegian  . ♦ .  ...  . . .  ...  -  1 

Banish  •••  •••  •••  •••  2 

Greek  •••  •••  •••  "1  3 

Cypriot  •••  •••  •••  •••  1  4 

Liberian  ...  ...  • • .  . . .  -  5 

Panamanian  •••  •••  •••  •••  **  2 


596  130 


^Includes  one  ship  on  charter  to  British  Rail  for  the  Guernsey  tomato 
trade • 
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Inspections  and  visits  by  Port  Health  Inspectors 


Total  number  of  vessels  inspected  ...  ... 

Visits  re  food  cargoes  . ..  ...  ... 

Visits  under  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Ships) 
Regulations ,  1 970  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  and  Visits  (Harbour,  II. M. 
Customs,  British  Railways,  Shipping  Agents ,  etc.) 


72 

44 

32 

553 

701 


FOOD  INSPECTION 


Total  amount  of  food  landed  in  the  port  during  the  year:- 


Tomatoes  • 

Broccoli  . 

Fruit 
Fish 

Potatoes  • 

Peppers 

Grape  Juice  • 


4,422,794  packages 
89  " 

480  M 

6  ” 

4,847 
14,697 

2,225  tons 


The  following  foods  we re  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were 
destroyed: - 


Tomatoes 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

...  19  2  -  4 
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